Viscount Halifax

case of Ireland, would mean not merely the ruin of the Church as
regards her temporal position and endowments, but probably ruin
in regard to her spiritual character.

And, now, my dear friend, I have done. I can never write again as
I have in the past. Even this letter, despite the many years we have
communicated on such subjects, amounts to something very like an
impertinence and an intrusion; but at least it is not written with the
intention of provoking an answer. If you will read it at your leisure
I shall be glad; that is all I ask. I believe in the 'Alterius orbis Papa.'
Archbishop Benson did, and he was right. You will be the acknow-
ledged Head of the whole Anglican Communion. I hope you will
hear what everybody has to say, perhaps even what I may some-
times humbly wish to represent to you myself; that you will follow
the example of a still more exalted personage, and inform yourself
fully as to what is the mind of the Church on any matter which
calls for decision, and then that you will act on your own respon-
sibility. It is the only way to govern effectively. You will not ex-
pect absolute and unconditional obedience. Like the Pope, you
will have a supreme and unquestioned authority, but occasions may
arise when resistance to particular exercises of that authority will be
a duty. Such occasions have arisen even in the case of other still more
exalted personages. Let us pray, however, that no such occasions
may arise in your case and that in the long line of Archbishops of
Canterbury none, when the end comes, may have a faker account to
give of the Primacy entrusted to them, and of the flock committed
to their charge than you, to whom I wish from the bottom of my
heart all the best blessings which the Great Shepherd of the sheep has
to bestow on those whom he calls to fill the highest places in His
Church on earth.

Forgive this quite interminable letter, and believe me,
Always yours most sincerely and affectionately,

(Signed)       HALIFAX.